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Hungarian Association  of Content Industry

The Hungarian Association of Content Industry (MATISZ, www.matisz.hu) was registered in January, 2002 as the successor of a former organisation, the Hungarian Association of Database Suppliers founded in 1991. The transformation is due to the change in activity and change in membership. MATISZ basic objectives are:

· To perform professional interest representation and interest protection for members operating on the field of IT content development, distribution and related infrastructure;

· To promote free flow of information, the eContent market and the more effective social exploitation of information;

· To accelerate the international economic and R&D relations of the Hungarian content industry;

· To harmonize interests of social development and membership on the field of law making, regulation and introduction of new processes related to content industry;

· To watch over the professional and ethical norms of the IT-sector and to take steps against practices violating generally accepted norms;

· To organise workshops, symposia, conferences and other events to implement the above objectives.

The organisation has 144 members – three-quarters of them are small or medium enterprises (SMEs). About 50 companies – mainly SMEs – out of the 144 members are engaged directly or indirectly in multimedia production. Others have key position in telecommunications and at the same time are key Internet providers.
The Hungarian Association of Content Industry also includes libraries with significant multimedia content (e.g. National Széchényi Library), museums and archives (Hungarian National FilmArchive), the Hungarian Patent Office as well as other organizations, which contribute indirectly to the development of multimedia applications (Hungarian National Host, Hundidact Association, Hungaronet Union).

Namely out of the 144 members

· 47 are content builders (34%),

· 6 are engaged in telecommunications and at the same time Internet providers (4%),

· 31 are hardware and software distributors or system integrators (21%) and

· 60 are users (libraries, nonprofit organisations, schools etc.) (41%)

1) Co-operation with IT and social organizations, Affiliations

The Hungarian Association of Content Industry is the member of organizations having key significance in the development of the Hungarian Information Society and multimedia sector. These are: Conciliatory Forum for Informatics, Telecommunication Conciliatory Forum, Hungarian Association of IT Companies (www.ivsz.hu), Cable Television and Communication Association, János Neumann Digital Library and Multimedia Center (www.neumann-haz.hu), John von Neumann Computer Society (www.njszt.hu), Hungarian Federation for Electronics and Infocommunication (www.meisz.hu)

It maintains membership also with the Confederation of Hungarian Employers and Industrialists (www.mgyosz.hu).

2) EU contact frame, international relations

MATISZ has already established a European contact system to increase and support actively the foreign employment opportunities of the Hungarian IT workers, as well as to help it’s member organisations to develop Europe-wide co-operations:
· EUSIDIC (The European Association of Information Services – MATISZ membership – www.eusidic.org)

· EMF (Európai Multimedia Forum - MATISZ membership – www.e-multimedia.org)

· PROMETEUS (European eLearning Thematic Network - MATISZ membership – www.prometeus.org)

· VIW (Austrian Verband für Informationwirtschaft) – Eastern- and Central-European regional informatics and eContent collaboration  www.viw.or.at )

Participation in EU 5th R&D Framework Programme
· ACTeN

Participation in EU 6th R&D Framework Programme

· SECUR-NET Kollektív Kutatási Projekt pályázat

· Partnerség Új Telekommunikációs Technológiákért pályázat – ETI (PATENT)

· @work IT - Counter – for SMEs’ pályázat SSA (@work)

3) Main Lines of Activity

· eContent. MATISZ has prepared the plan of the eContent national network, which is based on the EU eContent programme, and aims to develop the national content industry. The organisation participate in the realisation in the Hungarian content development programme, which supports the EU eContent applications.
· eFestival. In 2001, the Hungarian Association of Content Industry in co-operation with the EMPIRE Communications carried out eFestival (www.eFestival.hu), the first Hungarian multimedia contest in order to show the widest audience the best Hungarian quality multimedia applications. Winners were registered to Europrix (www.europrix.org). eFestival was supported among others by the Office of the Government Commissioner for ICT and the Ministry of Cultural Heritage. Since then, eFestival became an annual contest of Hungarian multimedia contents, websites, portals and eCommerce solutions. In 2003, there are 6 entry categories: The Digital Preservation of the Hungarian Cultural Heritage, eLearning, Everyday Life in Information Society, eDemocracy, eCommerce nad Mobile Multimedia. Two of the eFestival’2002 winners (www.egyszervolt.hu, www.fotografus.com) took part on Europrix with considerable international success.

· The DAT Conferences. The Hungarian Association of Content Industry organizes every year the so-called DAT conferences. The topic of the conferences in 2000 and 2001 was the eContent programme of the EU and the development of the Hungarian content industry. Multimedia issues were addressed in a special section. Generally 300-400 participants are registered on these conferences.

· Digital Document Consortium was established in order to disseminate the eGovernment services.

· “Tasks and application possibilities of EU accession” Conference

· „Employment opportunities and conditions of EU informatics sector  (EUjob)” Conferences

4) Co-operations
· PROMETEUS. The Hungarian Association of Content Industry is involved as subcontractor in different distance learning projects financed from PHARE sources and is also the member of the PROMETEUS thematic network (www.prometeus.org) financed from the 5th Framework Programme with the aim of developing and distributing European eLearning technology.

· ACTeN (Anticipating Content Technology Needs, www.acten.net) is a EU-funded thematic network. It is part of the EU IST Programme. It’s idea is to "Learn and work with Europe's Best in New Media and Content Technologies" aims at stimulating the development of a European e-content industry by monitoring the digital media market and transferring know-how in Europe. Its 11 partners from 10 countries (including MATISZ) cooperate to build an enlarged business and industry community in the area of multimedia technologies and e-content applications and tools. With this, ACTeN provides an East-West collaboration by addressing the opportunities and challenges of the enlargement of the EU towards Central and Eastern Europe.

· The eSafe programme (www.saferinternet.org) provides funding for activities to deal with illegal and harmful content, as part of a coherent approach by the European Union. eSafe is an extension of the Safer Internet Action Plan which ended on 31 December 2002, and allows activities to continue for a further two years. eSafe aims to ensure more extensive interfacing with national programmes and actions, improved exchange of information and best practice between Member State activities as well as between the action lines of the programme. MATISZ has joined the programme with partner organisations.

· Adatbázis Jogvédő Egyesület (AJE, Association for Database Rights Protection)

In 1996, 12 colleagues form MATISZ member organisations created AJE in order to provide legal protection for databases under Sui Generis Right. Operation of AJE is also provided by MATISZ. 

· Magyar Távoktatási Alapítvány (Hungarian Association of Distance Education) 

The Hungarian Foundation of Distance Education was founded in 1992 by the Ministry of Labour, the Hungarian Television and New Teletext Ltd. in order to enhance the employees’ situation on the labour market, increase their possibilities of getting jobs, to contribute to the improvement of job culture and to ensure the involvement of the widest range of population in the vocational training on the long term by means of distance education, eLearning. Since January, 1991 the Foundation is operated by MATISZ.

Dr. József Mlinarics

President









Hungarian Association of Content Industry 


Address: H-1012 Budapest, Kuny Domokos u. 13., Phone: +36-1 213-5089, Fax: +36-1 375-9722, Web: www.matisz.hu

Contact person: Ferenc Hargitai Phone: +36-1 213-5089, Fax: +36-1 375-9722, E-mail: fhargitai@matisz.hu

PAGE  


Hungarian Association of Content Industry 


Address: H-1012 Budapest, Kuny Domokos u. 13., Phone: +36-1 213-5089, Fax: +36-1 375-9722, Web: www.matisz.hu

Contact person: Ferenc Hargitai Phone: +36-1 213-5089, Fax: +36-1 375-9722, E-mail: fhargitai@matisz.hu

